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Introduction 
 
The Habsburg Monarchy (or Habsburg Empire) covered the territories ruled by the junior Austrian 
branch of the House of Habsburg (1278-1780), and then by the successor House of Habsburg-
Lorraine (since 1780), between 1526 and 1867/1918. The capital was mainly Vienna, except from 
1583 to 1611, when the capital was Prague. The monarchy from 1804 to 1867 is usually referred to 
as the "Austrian Empire" and from 1867 to 1918 as "Austria-Hungary". 
 

--()-- 
 
Timeline 
 
1250 - Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor, dies, beginning a 23-year-long interregnum known as the 
''great interregnum''. Frederick II is the last Holy Roman Emperor of the Hohenstaufen dynasty; after 
the interregnum, the empire passes to the Habsburgs.  
 
1273 - Rudolf I, First German king (1273 – 1291) of the Habsburg dynasty. He inherited lands in 
Alsace, the Aargau, and Breisgau and extended his territory by marriage and through negotiation. 
Crowned king in 1273, he was recognized by Pope Gregory X only after promising to lead a new 
Crusade and to renounce imperial rights in Rome, the papal territories, and Italy. Rudolf defeated his 
rival Otakar II (1276, 1278) and gained lands in Austria, which he granted to his sons. He worked to 
combat the expansionist policies of France, but French influence at the papal court kept him from 
being crowned Holy Roman emperor. Although he created the core of later Habsburg territorial power, 
Rudolf was unable to make the throne a hereditary possession of his family, because the German 
electors would not raise his son to the kingship. 
 
1278 - Kings Rudolph I of Germany and Ladislaus IV of Hungary defeat King Otakar II of Bohemia in 
the Battle of Marchfield, a match of over 80,000 men and the largest battle of knights in the Middle 
Ages. The battle ends a power struggle between Rudolph and Otakar over the fate of central Europe, 
and Rudolph's Habsburg family will continue to rule Austria and other captured territories until the end 
of World War I in 1918.  
 
1282 - Holy Roman Emperor Rudolph I of Germany invests his sons Albert I of Germany and Rudolph 
II of Austria as co-rulers of the duchies of Austria and Styria, thus founding the Habsburg dynasty in 
those territories.  
 
1335 - Charles I of Hungary allies with Poland against the Habsburgs and Bohemians  
 
1335 - Carinthia and Carniola come under Habsburg rule. After the death of Duke Henry, the duchies 
are bestowed by Louis the Bavarian on the dukes of Austria. From that time onwards, what is today 
Slovenia was ruled jointly with Austria until 1918.  
 
1379 - Treaty of Neuberg, splitting the Austrian Habsburg lands between the Habsburg Dukes Albert 
III and Leopold III 
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1379 - Treaty of Neuberg, splitting the Austrian Habsburg lands between the Habsburg Dukes Albert 
III and Leopold III 
 
1382 - September, 30: Trieste being donated by his inhabitants to Leopold III von Habsburg. 
 
1386 - Battle of Sempach: Swiss safeguard independence from Habsburg rule.  
 
1415 - The Swiss Confederation takes the territory of Aargau from the house of Habsburg. 
 
1490 - Regular postal service connects the Habsburg residences of Mechelen and Innsbruck, the first 
in Germany.  
 
1541 - The unsuccessful Algerian campaign of Charles V of Spain Habsburg.  
 
1580 - Portugal loses independence to Spain following the death without heirs of king Henry of 
Portugal. The Habsburg rule would last until 1640.  
 
1669 - Leopold I Habsburg grants the status and privileges of a university to the Jesuit Academy in 
Zagreb, the precursor to the modern University of Zagreb  
 
1700 - Control of Spain passes from the Habsburgs to the Bourbons.  
 
1703 - War of the Spanish Succession - Habsburg Archduke Charles proclaimed King of Spain.  
 
1745 - Francis I is elected Holy Roman Emperor with the support of his wife, Maria Theresia of Austria. 
He is the successor of Charles VII Albert of Bavaria, an enemy of Habsburg, who died on January 20 
of this year.  
 
1780 - Maria Theresa of Austria dies and her Habsburg dominions pass to her ambitious son, Joseph 
II, who has already been Holy Roman Emperor since 1765.  
 
1848 - Revolution breaks out in Pest, Hungary. The Habsburg rulers are compelled to meet the 
demands of the Reform party.  
 
1914 - Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Heir to the Austrian Throne: Third in line to the throne at one point, 
he became heir through two untimely deaths. The first was of the Emperor's son, Crown Prince 
Rudolph, who killed himself (and his sixteen year old mistress) in 1889. The second was the death of 
his father, Archduke Charles Louis, in 1896. Now it was Franz Ferdinand that would be next in line for 
the Crown. 
 
The Archduke and his wife Sophie were assassinated in Sarajevo on 28-Jun-1914 (their fourteenth 
wedding anniversary) by Serbian nationalist Gavrilo Princip. The Archduke's role of Inspector General 
of the Austrian army had brought him to Sarajevo for the summer maneuvers. Neither Emperor Franz 
Josef or the Kaiser saw fit to attend the funeral. 
 
World War I started with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand [1], heir to the Austria-
Hungarian throne, in Sarajevo, 28 June 1914, by a member of the Black Hand, a Serbian nationalist 
secret society. 
 
Note [1]: Austria-Hungary's reaction to the death of their heir was three weeks in coming. It issued an 
ultimatum to Serbia, which demanded that the assassins be brought to justice. Serbia had Slavic ties 
with Russia. In order to protect itself, the Austria-Hungarian government sought assurances that 
Germany would come to her aid should Russia declare war on Austria-Hungary. Germany, itching to 
use its military muscle, readily agreed. 
 
Things moved quickly thereafter. Austria-Hungary, unsatisfied with Serbia's response to her ultimatum 
declared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914. Russia, bound by treaty to Serbia, mobilized its vast army. 
Germany, allied to Austria-Hungary by treaty, viewed the Russian mobilization as an act of war 
against Austria-Hungary, and declared war on Russia on 1 August. France, bound by treaty to Russia, 
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responded by announcing war against Germany and Austria-Hungary on 3 August. Germany 
promptly responded on 4 August by invading neutral Belgium to open a quick path to Paris. Britain, 
allied to Belgium declared war against Germany on 4 August. In just a little over a month all of Europe 
was at war. 
 
1918 - Habsburg Empire ceases to exist. The dismantling of the Habsburg Empire had not been an 
objective of the Allies. However, following the collapse of the tsarist government in Russia, the Allies 
increasingly portrayed the war as pitting freedom and democracy against oppression and autocracy. 
This strategy benefited the representatives of Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, and other nationalist 
committees-in-exile, which skillfully played on the theme of self-determination expressed in United 
States president Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points.  
 
Austria-Hungary was unable to put forward a meaningful program of reform while still preserving the 
monarchy and so could not successfully resist the centrifugal forces pulling it apart. By mid-1918, the 
Allies began recognizing the national committees-in-exile and made plans for an independent Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. By October 1918, when the Austro-Hungarian government was seeking an 
armistice, control of the empire's constituent lands was passing to national committees, including one 
representing German Austrians.  
 
On 21 October 1918, German Austrian delegates to the Austrian parliament voted to establish an 
Austrian state incorporating all districts inhabited by "ethnic Germans". At the end of October 1918, 
the delegates established a coalition provisional government. On 03 November 1918, imperial 
authorities signed an armistice, bringing Austro-Hungarian participation in World War I to an official 
end. On 11 November 1918, Karl renounced any role in the new Austrian state, and the next day the 
provisional government issued a constitution for the German Austrian Republic. 
 
End 
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