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Introduction 
 
From the "Tong Sing", The Book of Wisdom based on The Ancient Chinese Almanac, the following 
character traits are associated with the Chinese elements of fire, earth, wood, water and metal. 
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Chinese Element Character Traits 
 
The following table overviews the character traits associated with the various elements: 
 

Element Characteristics 

Fire Active, exuberant, impulsive, passionate, sensual, audacious and optimistic 

Earth Sensual, seductive, glamorous, artistic, self-aware and much admired 

Wood 
Sophisticated, elegant, popular, extrovert, alluring, aesthetic tastes, altruistic and 

independent 

Water 
Sensitive, gregarious, beguiling, popular, ethereal, romantic, imaginative and 

communicative 

Metal 
Fond of party-going, deeply erotic, intuitive, dramatic, astute, charismatic, volatile, 

extremist, single-minded and ambitious 
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