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After the Norman Conquest the Manor of "Beaubush" was given to the de Braose family by William 
the Conqueror, and they kept it as a deer park for the next 400 years.  
 
In 1486 the Manor was given to Lord de la Warr by Henry VII, and it later passed to the Seymour 
family, and then to the Earls of Sandwich.  
 
By the 18th Century there are records of a lodge on the estate, and in 1787 the whole estate was 
purchased by Lord Chancellor Erskine. 
 
In 1824 a considerable part of the estate was sold to Thomas Broadwood, and in 1826 the foundation 
stone for Holmbush House was laid. The ensuing house was built with stone that eas quarried on the 
estate.  
 
The Broadwood family lived there until 1864 when the house changed hands twice in one year, and 
eventually came in to the ownership of Colonel James Clifton Brown, who was one time Liberal MP 
for Horsham. The property was the Clifton family home for 87 years. 
 
From 1951 to1976 the house was used as a hospital, and in 1977 it was a police training centre, until 
a serious fire destroyed part of the roof.  
 
With the house being too large for one family, and expensive to run, it was sold to a group of families 
for conversion in to five separate residences, which is its current configuration.  
 
The Clifton family connection remains, as a grandson owns and lives in the Holmbush Estate. 
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